§650.5

breaking it down into small component
parts.

(viii) The degree to which the action
may adversely affect districts, sites,
highways, structures, or objects listed
in or eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or may
cause loss or destruction of significant
scientific, cultural, or historical re-
sources.

(ix) The degree to which the action
may adversely affect an endangered or
threatened species or its habitat that
has been determined to be critical
under the Endangered Species Act of
1973 as amended.

(x) Whether the action threatens a
violation of Federal, State, or local law
or requirements imposed for the pro-
tection of the environment.

(1) Finding of mno significant impact
(FNSI). (40 CFR 1508.13) ‘“‘Finding of No
Significant Impact’” means a document
by a Federal agency briefly presenting
the reasons why an action not other-
wise excluded (§1508.4) will not have a
significant effect on the human envi-
ronment, and an environmental impact
statement therefore will not be pre-
pared. It shall include the environ-
mental assessment or a summary of it
and shall note any other environ-
mental documents related to it
(§1501.7(a)(b)). If the assessment is in-
cluded, the finding need not repeat any
of the discussion in the assessment but
may incorporate it by reference.

[44 FR 50579, Aug. 29, 1979; 44 FR 54981, Sept.
24, 1979]

§650.5 Environmental evaluation in

planning.
(a) General. Environmental evalua-
tion (EE) integrates environmental

concerns throughout the planning, in-

7 CFR Ch. VI (1-1-06 Edition)

stallation, and operation of NRCS-as-
sisted projects. The EE applies to all
assistance provided by NRCS, but plan-
ning intensity, public involvement, and
documentation of actions vary accord-
ing to the scope of the action. NRCS
begins consideration of environmental
concerns when information gathered
during the environmental evaluation is
used:

(1) To identify environmental con-
cerns that may be affected, gather
baseline data, and predict effects of al-
ternative courses of actions;

(2) To provide data to applicants for
use in establishing objectives commen-
surate with the scope and complexity
of the proposed action;

(3) To assist in the development of al-
ternative courses of action; (40 CFR
1502.14). In NRCS-assisted project ac-
tions, nonstructural, water conserva-
tion, and other alternatives that are in
keeping with the Water Resources
Council’s Principles and Standards are
considered, if appropriate.

(4) To perform other related inves-
tigations and analyses as needed, in-
cluding economic evaluation, engineer-
ing investigations, etc.

(6) To assist in the development of
detailed plans for implementation and
operation and maintenance.

(b) Procedures. NRCS’s Guide for En-
vironmental Assessment issued in
March 1977 and published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER on August 8, 1977, pro-
vides guidance for conducting an envi-
ronmental evaluation. (42 FR 40123-
40167).

(c) Decision points. Figure 1 illus-
trates the decision points for compli-
ance with NEPA in NRCS decision-
making.
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§650.6 Categorical exclusions.

(a) Some NRCS programs or parts of
programs do not normally create sig-
nificant individual or cumulative im-
pacts on the human environment.
Therefore, an EA or EIS is not needed.
These are data gathering and interpre-
tation programs and include:

(1) Soil Survey—7 CFR part 611;

(2) Snow Survey and Water Supply
Forecasts—T7 CFR part 612;

(3) Plant Materials for Conserva-
tion—7 CFR part 613;

(4) Inventory and Monitoring—Cata-
log of Federal Domestic Assistance—
10.908; and

(5) River Basin Studies under section
6 of Pub. L. 83-566 as amended—7 CFR
part 621.

(b) The environmental evaluation
performed by the RFO when any new
action under these programs is planned

487



